
 

 



 

Our Lady Star of the Sea  
2nd Sunday of Advent 
December 6th, 2020 

Announced Masses 

Saturday, December 5 
4:00PM  Deceased Members of the DiAntonio, Gesualdi and 

Samaritano Families 
5:30PM Madalyn Castelucci   
Sunday, December 6 
8:00AM Joseph Owen Ennis  
9:30AM     John F. Luzzi  
11:00AM   Rosa and Biagio Iannuzzi  
12:30PM Olga and Andres Rosado   
7:00PM Hughie Power  
Monday, December 7 
9:00AM    Lidia Sansalone  
7:00AM    Giacomo “Jack” Rao 
Tuesday, December 8 
7:00AM     Anna Titone  
9:00AM     Rosemary Freund and Margaret Carrera  
12:00PM    Judith Fusillo  
8:00PM Fortuna T. Schiano 
Wednesday, December 9  
9:00AM Nicholas S. Panaro 
Thursday, December 10 
9:00 AM Nicholas J. Soponara  
Friday, December 11 
9:00AM     Joseph DeCandia  
Saturday, December 12 
9:00AM   Audrey Clark   
4:00PM  Anthony Falcone  
5:30PM Samuel and Rosemary Freund   
Sunday, December 13 
8:00AM Catherine Strange   
9:30AM     Alphonse Attianese  
11:00AM  Julia and Frank Bortle Benedict, Viola, and John 

Saldanna  
12:30PM   Eugene Kennish  
7:00PM Mercantino Palmieri   

Sincere Condolences 
The Parish Family of Our Lady Star of the Sea 
offer our sincere condolences to the families of: 

Florence Fiorella, Joseph Belvedere, Concetta 
Gregorio, Olympia Eugenio, Christopher Ramos 

 

Pray for the Sick 
John Byrnes, Vincerva Caccano, Korinn Camacho, Edward 
Canfield, Maria Cangelosi, Donna Cardillo, Kenzy Coursen, 
Rocky D., John Dawidoicz, Mary D’Amato, John DeLuca, 

Virginia Duffy, Anthony Focca, Debra Friscia, Nancy Gallo, Mario 
Garafola, Herbert Gruberger, Michael H., Amy M., Michele Melville,  
Steven Morvillo, Santo Nicotra, Alex Ortiz, Stephen Paccione, Elaine 
Parks, Ann Marie Peterson, Johnny Petillo, Salvatore Piro, Charlie 
R., Linda & Vincent Ranallo, Emma Rondinelli, Anita Russo, Caesar 
Russo, Tracy, Bill Smith, Elizabeth White, George Kerchhoffer 

Please call the Rectory to have a name added to the sick list or 
to arrange for a home visit.   

 

 

The Sanctuary Lamp 
for the week of 

December 6th-12th, 2020 
         Donated In Loving Memory of 

 Kathleen Roesch   
From Marian Helpers Corporation  

 
Sunday collection for the week of 11/22/2020: 

$15,148.00 

ADNY Campaign for Charity & Justice 
$1,327.00 

God bless you for your generosity! 
 

 
6th  Annual OLSS Christmas Tree Drive 

Families of OLSS are invited to dedicate a Christmas 
Tree during the 2020 Advent Season. Each tree will be 
lighted, have a laminated dedication card, and displayed 
on the Parish grounds. The details will be provided at a 
future date. The cost to dedicate a tree is $250 & all 
proceeds will benefit our Parish. Trees must be reserved 
as soon as possible. Reservations will be taken on a first 

come, first serve basis. No tree can be guaranteed without payment. 
Please fill out the registration form below & return with payment to 
the Rectory. Any questions, please email olsshns@gmail.com or 
call 984-0593. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Contact Information: 

  Name __________________________________       

Address __________________________________       

City, Zip __________________________________      

Phone __________________________________       

Email  __________________________________  
_____    Check enclosed for $250, payable to OLSS 

 
 

Special Thank You from Fr. Tom 
I would like to thank all the Volunteers from the 

OLSS Holy Name Society that spent their valuable 

time making the 2020 Christmas Tree Lighting a 

success. Also a special thank you to Green Side up 

Garden Center for the trees and G & F Supply for     

      their generous donation.  

 

__ Yes, I would like a tree dedicated or memorialized. 
 _____ Memorialized for deceased 

 _____ Dedicated to loved ones- living 

 _____ Personal Family Christmas Greeting 

Please have my laminated dedication card read as follows: 

Please return this this form & payment to the Rectory:  
Our Lady Star of the Sea 

2020 Christmas Tree Drive 
5371 Amboy Road, Staten Island NY, 10312 

Advent Candles Memorialized 
The Advent Candles, which are on our Advent Wreath, have 
been given In Memory of Rosaria & Salvatore Perdichizzi. 

Donated by their sons.  
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A Letter from the Pastor 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Dear Parish Family, 

 During this season of Advent as we prepare for Christmas. We admit we need a Savior.  Jesus came to save us from our sins. 

Jesus imparts to us grace. This is God’s free gift of Himself into our lives, our way of living, thinking and behaving.  

 There is a Lutheran minister who lived and died in 1943 Germany, named Dietrich Bonhoffer. He was a pastor, theologian, 

martyr and spy. He was once asked how is it possible for the Church to sit back and let Hitler seize absolute power. His firm answer: “It 

was the teaching of cheap grace.” “Cheap grace is the forgiveness without requiring repentance, baptism without church discipline, 

communion without confession. Cheap grace is grace without discipleship, grace without the cross, grace without Jesus Christ.- Dietrich 

Bonhoffer.  Today we live in a time and culture that not only teaches cheap grace but praises it. 

 Beware of cheap grace. You are required to pay for food, clothing, and shelter here on earth. Likewise, do not be fooled into 

believing that “Getting into Heaven” is a free ride. Jesus paid the ultimate price and reduced your cost of salvation; but it is not cheap, 

and it may be free but it still requires hard and diligent work. That work is your gift and proof that you believe in the sanctifying grace of 

God.  

 An image that came out of a Zoom Bible Study last weekend was the fact that many of us seem to blow through Advent and not 

do the inner work of conversion and examination of conscience to determine, how and why I need a savior. Just what is my sin these 

days. It’s not necessarily the sins of commission, but the sin of omission. What do I fail to do? Why do I need God’s grace to reorientate 

my life so that I am not lost?  

 Taking the time to be alone and silent with God each day and enter into a quiet time of prayer, just listen, don’t speak, don’t 

read, just come before the Lord. He will lead. 

 In another prayer resourse, “Jesus Calling”, Sara Young’s reflection for November 30th is inspirational. Problems are part of life. 

They are inescapable, woven into the very fabric of a fallen world. You tend to go into problem solving all too readily, acting as if you 

have the capacity to fix everything. This is a habitual response, so automatic that it bypasses your conscious thinking.  Not only does 

this habit frustrate you, it also distances you from Me. 

 Do not let fixing things be your top priority. You are ever so limited in your capacity to correct all that is wrong in the world 

around you. Don’t weight yourself down with responsibilities that are not your own.  Instead, make your relationship with Me your primary 

concern.  Talk with Me about whatever is on your mind, seeking my perspective on the situation. Rather than trying to fix everything that 

comes to your attention, ask Me to show you what is truly important. Remember that you are en route to heaven, and let your problems 

face in the light of Eternity. 

 Archbishop Fulton Sheen once said, “So the divine love is a sacrificial love. Love does not mean to have to own and to 

possess. It means to be had and to be owned and to be possessed. It is not a circle circumscribed by self; it is arms outstretched to 

embrace all humanity within its grasp. No other love is ever going to be a satisfying love. All that we ever get in this world anyway is just 

a fragment, a fraction of love. We can catch a spark; it is caught up from the great white flame of love which is God.  That’s all we ever 

get.  And if, to remind us of another love, the spark is so bright, then what must be the flame? It is the cross; it’s self- denial, it’s 

victimhood, for this is the gospel of Christ, and we cannot soften him.  He is the one who gave his life and that’s the way he measures 

his love.  Greater love than this no man has. When we stay close to that love, day and day, hour after hour, others begin to feel that 

love.”  

 At the 11AM Mass this Sunday Father Basil Akut will celebrate his silver Jubilee, 25 years ago on December 9th, he became a 

priest. He has survived so much and continues to tell us through it all. God is good, all the time and all the time, God is good. Please 

remember him in your prayers. Thank you, Father Basil! 

I hope these reflections will fire up your soul this Advent. God bless, 

Father Tom Devery 

 

 

 



 
Our Lady Star of the Sea Christmas Schedule 2020 

To Accommodate for Social Distancing, We  

have added Extra Masses in our Schedule. 

Advent Reconciliation Monday 

Monday, December 21  

Confessions will be heard continuously from 4-8PM.     

Solemnity of the Nativity of the Lord 

Thursday, December 24 

2 pm, 3:30 PM, 5pm, 10:30PM & Midnight 

Friday, December 25 

7:30 am, 9 am, 10:30 am, 

12Noon, & 1:30 pm 

The 3:30 pm & Midnight Mass on Christmas Eve and 

The 10:30 am Mass on Christmas day will be live streamed. 

Go to olssparish.org & click “live video” to watch.  

 

Face Coverings and Maintaining  

Social Distancing are Mandatory! 

 

Masses are in the Church only. 

 

Christmas Flower offering 

During the Christmas Season, our church is adorned with  

lovely Christmas flowers.  

 

If you would like to contribute to our Christmas Flower  

fund, please use the envelope found in your packet  

of Sunday envelopes, 

noting the name of the loved one you would like  

remembered on the line provideD. 

 

Thank you! 



Parish News 

 

 

 

 

RCIA – Come Experience God’s Love 
Are you interested in becoming a full member of the Catholic 
Church? Were you baptized Catholic as a child, but have not 

celebrated the Sacraments of Confirmation and Eucharist? If so, 
then RCIA is for you. RCIA is a journey of exploration and 

initiation into the Catholic Church. RCIA is a fun, safe, faith-
building discovery of Jesus Christ and the Church he loves. The 
Catholic Church welcomes you. For more information, please 

contact Joe Limeri at jlimeri@aol.com or 646-541-9757 or call the 
Parish Office. 

 
 
 

 

 

 

TEACH  ⟡  SERVE  ⟡  SANCTIFY 
The Cardinal’s Appeal supports needy parishes. The Cardinal’s Appeal 
provides parishes that are most in need with the resources they require 
to minister to all the faithful. Most recently, the Appeal extended 
assistance to 33 parishes for operational expenses, which included 
updated HVAC equipment, reinforced structures, as well as beautiful, 
safe spaces in which to gather for fellowship and prayer. 

----------BECOME A SUSTAINING DONOR TODAY ---------- 

cardinalsappeal.org 

                 

Virtual Christmas Tree Lighting Ceremony 
 

Saturday, December 5th  

View after 5:30 PM Mass via YouTube from our website, 

olssparish.org 

 

OLSS Baptism Preparation Policy 
All parish families preparing for the Baptism of their 
child must attend the OLSS Baptismal Class.  Please 

contact the Rectory Mon-Fri 10-4 to obtain a Baptism Registration 
Packet. Baptismal Ceremonies occur every Sunday at 2 PM 
Baptismal Class Dates for Parents will occur every other 
Sunday at 1 PM via Zoom. Please contact the rectory for class 
information. PLEASE NOTE: Registration forms MUST be turned in 
to the Rectory prior to attending the Baptismal Class. Dates for 
Baptisms are not guaranteed until the required documents are 
turned into the Rectory and the date is confirmed by rectory staff. 
 

Sponsor Certificates 
Certificates attesting to the fact that an OLSS parishioner is a 
practicing Catholic are often required when they are asked to 
sponsor someone at the time of Baptism or Confirmation.  These 
certificates may only be obtained at the rectory. Registered 
parishioners can receive a sponsor certificate from the Rectory, 
Mon-Fri from 10AM-4PM. Please have your parish envelope 
number available. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

Donate & Dine Campaign 
Meals on Wheels of SI invites you to particpate in the Donate & 

Dine Campaign! This is designed to help feed homebound seniors 
while helping our local restaurants recover. Visit 

mealsonwheels.org for more information. All proceeds to benefit 
Meals on Wheels of SI. 

Seton Sunday Raffle Drawing  
Tuesday, Decemeber 15, 2020 -$5,000 Grand Prize 

If anyone would like to purchase raffle tickets, please contact Seton 
Foundation for Learning at 718-982-5084 or email Stephanie at 

stephanie6766@aol.com 

Virtual Christmas Concert-Daughters of St. Paul 
Join the “Singing Nuns”—Daughters of St Paul—for their Annual 
Christmas Concert! Go online at 8 PM, Thurs., Dec. 3, 2020 for 

the FREE VIRTUAL live YouTube event (avail. throughout 
Dec.). Sign up for updates at Pauline.org/virtualconcert & save 

this link: https://www.youtube.com/c/Daughtersofstpaul 
 

 

Donate Online 
Donating online is simple, secure and easy! To do so, 
please go to olssparish.org and click “Donate Online”.  

Join Flocknote! 
Stay up-to-date with OLSS parish by joining Flocknote, an 
email and text message based program. To join, “OLSS” to 

84576 and / or go to www.flocknote.com/OLSS and provide  
your email address.  

 

Community Events 

 

Parish Updates 

 

 

 

Giving Baskets 2020 

Due to Covid 19 restrictions, we cannot accept any gifts for the 

"Giving Tree (baskets)" this year.  If you would like to donate to 

one of our charities, in lieu of gifts, we are asking that you 

purchase gift cards.  The gift card can be in any denomination. 

Please drop the cards in the collection baskets. Please do not 

wrap them.  Place them in an envelope with the store and amount 

of the card so that we could distribute to the proper charity.  Some 

of the charities have asked for gift cards to the following 

stores:  Target, Kohl's, Walmart, Old Navy, Amazon, Visa, and 

supermarkets.  Our parish has always been so very generous 

during the Christmas Season, and we would like to thank you in 

advance for your support.  Any questions, you can call Donna 

Ferreri (646) 932-3030.  

 

mailto:jlimeri@aol.com
mailto:stephanie6766@aol.com
https://www.youtube.com/c/Daughtersofstpaul
https://olssparish.churchgiving.com/
https://olssparish.churchgiving.com/
https://olssparish.churchgiving.com/
http://www.flocknote.com/OLSS


Responsorial Psalm: 

R. Lord, let us see your kindness, and grant 

us your salvation. 

I will hear what God proclaims; 

the LORD—for he proclaims peace to his 

people. 

Near indeed is his salvation to those who 

fear him, 

glory dwelling in our land. 

R. Lord, let us see your kindness, and grant 

us your salvation. 

Kindness and truth shall meet; 

justice and peace shall kiss. 

Truth shall spring out of the earth, 

and justice shall look down from heaven. 

R. Lord, let us see your kindness, and grant 

us your salvation. 

The LORD himself will give his benefits; 

our land shall yield its increase. 

Justice shall walk before him, 

and prepare the way of his steps. 

R. Lord, let us see your kindness, and grant 

us your salvation. 

2
nd

 Reading:  

Do not ignore this one fact, beloved, that with the Lord one day is like a thousand years and a thousand years like 

one day. The Lord does not delay his promise, as some regard “delay,” but he is patient with you, not wishing that 

any should perish but that all should come to repentance. But the day of the Lord will come like a thief, and then the 

heavens will pass away with a mighty roar and the elements will be dissolved by fire, and the earth and everything 

done on it will be found out. 

Since everything is to be dissolved in this way, what sort of persons ought you to be, conducting yourselves in holiness 

and devotion, waiting for and hastening the coming of the day of God, because of which the heavens will be dissolv ed 

in flames and the elements melted by fire. But according to his promise we await new heavens and a new earth in 

which righteousness dwells. Therefore, beloved, since you await these things, be eager to be found without spot or 

blemish before him, at peace. 

 

This Week’s Readings and Responsorial Psalm: 
  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

1
st

 Reading:      

Comfort, give comfort to my people, says your God. Speak 

tenderly to Jerusalem, and proclaim to her that her service 

is at an end, her guilt is expiated; indeed, she has received 

from the hand of the Lord double for all her sins.  

A voice cries out: In the desert prepare the way of the 

Lord! Make straight in the wasteland a highway for our 

God! Every valley shall be filled in, every mountain and hill 

shall be made low; the rugged land shall be made a plain, 

the rough country, a broad valley. Then the glory of the 

Lord shall be revealed, and all people shall see it together; 

for the mouth of the Lord has spoken.  Go up onto a high 

mountain, Zion, herald of glad tidings; cry out at the top of 

your voice, Jerusalem, herald of good news! Fear not to cry 

out and say to the cities of Judah: Here is your God! 

Here comes with power the Lord God, who rules by his 

strong arm; here is his reward with him, his recompense 

before him. Like a shepherd he feeds his flock; in his arms 

he gathers the lambs, carrying them in his bosom, and 

leading the ewes with care.  



 

This Week’s Gospel 

The Gospel           

The beginning of the gospel of Jesus Christ the Son of God. 

As it is written in Isaiah the prophet: 

Behold, I am sending my messenger ahead of you; 

he will prepare your way. 

A voice of one crying out in the desert: 

“Prepare the way of the Lord, 

make straight his paths.” 

John the Baptist appeared in the desert proclaiming a baptism of repentance for 

the forgiveness of sins. People of the whole Judean countryside and all the 

inhabitants of Jerusalem were going out to him and were being baptized by him in 

the Jordan River as they acknowledged their sins. John was clothed in camel’s 

hair, with a leather belt around his waist. He fed on locusts and wild honey. And 

this is what he proclaimed: 

“One mightier than I is coming after me. I am not worthy to stoop and loosen the 

thongs of his sandals. I have baptized you with water; he will baptize you with the 

Holy Spirit.” 

 



This Week’s Music 

 

 

 

 

 

Entrance: O Come, O Come, Emmanuel 

(R) Rejoice! Rejoice! Emmanuel 

Shall come to thee, O Israel! 

1. O Come, O Come, Thou Lord of might, 

Who to thy tribes on Sinai’s height 

In ancient times didst give the law, 

In cloud and majesty and awe. 

2. O come, Thou Rod of Jesse’s stem, 

From every foe deliver them 

That trust thy mighty power to save, 

And give them vict’ry o’er the grave. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Communion #1: A Voice Cries Out    

R. A voice cries out in the wilderness: “Prepare a 

way for the Lord!”  

A voice cries out in the wilderness: “Make straight a 

highway for God! “  

1. Console my people, the ones dear to me; speak 

to the heart of Jerusalem:  

the time of your mourning is ended now, the Lord 

of life will come. 

2. Every valley is made a plain, every mountain is 

leveled;  the glory of God shall then be revealed, 

and the nations will sing in praise. 

3. A voice shouts: “Cry!” O what shall I cry? 

All flesh is like grass and it’s flowers: 

the grass may wither, the flowers fade, 

but the Word if the Lord is forever. 

4. Zion, shout from the mountain top, lift up your 

voice, O Jerusalem, and say to the people of God’s 

own land, “Behold, behold your God” 

 

 
 

Preparation: On Jordan’s Bank 

1. On Jordan’s bank the Baptist’s cry 

Announces that the Lord is nigh; 

Awake and hearken for he brings 

Glad tidings of the King of Kings. 

2. Then cleansed be every soul from sin; 

Make straight the way of God within, 

Prepare we in our hearts a home, 

Where such a mighty guest may come. 

3. For thou art our salvation Lord, 

Our refuge and our sure reward; 

Shine forth, and let thy light restore 

Our souls to heavenly grace once more.    

4.  All praise, eternal Son, to thee 

Whose advent set thy people free, 

Whom with the Father we adore 

And Holy Spirit evermore. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Communion #2: Ready the Way 

(R) Ready the way, ready the way, ready the way of 

the Lord. 

Ready the way, ready the way, ready the way of the 

Lord.        

1. Make straight the road, raise the valleys, and 

mountains make low.  

Turning from sin, let the broken be whole, and 

ready the way of the Lord.   

2. As we wait for you, give us the strength to walk in 

your truth, so we may love more like you and ready 

the way for you, Lord.   

3. Let us see your face; in our hearts we prepare a 

place. Come bring this world your mercy and grace 

as we ready the way for you, Lord. 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

2020 Christmas Trees have been dedicated by the following (as of publication date): 

 

1. Our Lady Star of the Sea 

2. Our Lady Star of the Sea 

3. Our Lady Star of the Sea 

4. Our Lady Star of the Sea 

5. Our Lady Star of the Sea 

6. The Lazzara Family 

7. The Stephano Family 

8. Nancy Puglisi 

9. Catherine and Frank Argano 

10. Paula and Michael 

Freundlich 

11. Ginger Petrocelli 

12. Ginger Petrocelli 

13. The DeFalco Family 

14. The Pelle Family 

15. Susan and Jim Semerad 

16. Mr. and Mrs. David Michael 

Baran and Family 

17. Damon Testaverde 

18. Rodger White 

19. Kathleen Johnsen 

20. Susan and Vincent Angelico 

& Family 

21. Camiolo 

22. Angela Cordaro 

23. Mr. and Mrs. Sebastian 

Angelico 

24. Elaena Calamia 

25. Paulette Cheuvront 

26. Gail and William Decker 

27. Susie and Mike Palumbo 

28. Angela and Robert 

Teraskiewicz 

29. Andrea Maffeo 

30. Robert J. Casanovas 

31. Vincent and Barbara Puleo 

32. Joseph Pisano 

33. The Villani and Di 

Giallonardo families 

34. Eugene and GraceAnn 

Rispoli 

35. Angelino Family 

36. Mr. And Mrs. Nicholas Pinto 

37. Melissa Pinto 

38. Legion of Mary - OLSS 

Praesidium 

39. V. Colucci 

40. The Tramutola Family 

41. The Tramutola Family 

42. Ornstein Family 

Helen and Paul Dipaolo  

44. Matthew Mahoney 

45. Christine Pepe 

46. Sal & Theresa Cassano 

47. Briana Rispoli 

48. Joe and Cathy Limeri 

49. Maria Leahy 

50. Mauro Palladino 

51. Mauro Palladino 

52. Annette LaBarbera 

53. Frances DeMarco & 

Catherine DiDomenico 

54. Rocco Osso 

55. Michael & Marie Iacono 

56. Joanne Graziano 

57. Ms. Frances Flanigan 

58. Nicole Cardillo 

59. Vierno Family 

60. Carosella Family 

61. Maria Cilento 

62. Gladis Cristadoro, Andrea, 

Mike & Michael Peter Roder 

63. Dominick & Linda Fusillo 

64. Fr. Thomas P. Devery 

65. Rachel Amendola 

66. Rachel Amendola 

67. Mary & Walter Gannon 

68. Elena Catalano 

69. Andrea & John Mella 

70. Fred & Christine Castellano 

71. Dolores McMahon 

72. Colleen Greaney 

73. Ed Newborn 

74. Tom Bradley 

75. Samantha Vinci 

76. Samantha Vinci 

77. Susan Beale 

78. Steven Polizzi 

79. John Montemarano 

80. Renee & Rick Dixon 

81. Jaina Grunfeld 

82. Anna Maria Geehan 

83. Frances Bierster 

84. Gary Savage 

85. Daniel Smolka 

86. Karl and Debbie Emigholz 

and Family 

87. Eileen & Bob Purelis 

88. Sparandera 

89. Georgia Melnick 

90. Carol Ordy 

91. OLSS 50 Plus Club 

92. Richard Fazio 

93. Knights of Columbus - Henry 

Stolzenthaler Council No. 1675 

94. Joseph Romagnolo 

95. Angela & Sam Nahas 

96. Angela & Sam Nahas 

97. Ariana Contessa. 

111. The Donahue Family 

112. Veronica Ruggiero 

113. O’Connor & Smith Families 

114. Vincent & Maria Molinini 

115. The Rapacciulo Family 

116. Grazia DiFiglia 

117. The Alesi Family 

118. Ray Chouinard 

119. Ray Chouinard 

120. Ray Chouinard 

121. Joel & Denise Campanella 

122. Santo and Lisa Giglia 

123. G & F Supply 

124. Holt Machinery Company 

 

 

 

 



 

 


