Readings for Baptism:

Old Testament Readings

A reading from the book of Exodus
Water from the rock

In their thirst for water the people grumbled against Moses, saying, “Why did you ever make us
leave Egypt? Was it just to have us die here of thirst with our children and our livestock?” So
Moses cried out to the Lord, “What shall | do with this people? A little more and they will stone
me!” The Lord answered Moses, “Go over there in front of the people, along with some of the
elders of Israel, holding in your hand as you go, the staff with which you struck the river. | will
be standing there in front of you on the rock in Horeb. Strike the rock, and the water will flow
from it for the people to drink.”

This Moses did, in the presence of the elders of Israel. The place was called Massah and
Meribah, because the Israelites quarreled there and tested the Lord, saying, “Is the Lord in our
midst or not?”

A reading from the book of the prophet Ezekiel
Clean water, a new heart, a renewed spirit

Thus says the Lord God: | will take you away from among the nations, gather you from all the
foreign lands, and bring you back to your own land. | will sprinkle clean water upon you to
cleanse you from all your impurities, and from all your idols | will cleanse you. | will give you a
new heart and place a new spirit within you, taking from your bodies your stony hearts and
giving you natural hearts. | will put my spirit within you and make you live by my statues,
careful to observe my decrees. You shall live in the land | gave your fathers: you shall be my
people, and | will be your God.

A reading from the book of the prophet Ezekiel
The water of salvation

Then the angel brought me back to the entrance of the temple of the Lord, and | saw water
flowing out from beneath the threshold of the temple toward the east, for the facade of the
temple was toward the east: the water flowed down from the southern side of the temple,
south of the alter. He led me outside by the north gate, and around to the outer gate facing the



east, where | saw water trickling from the southern side. Then when he had walked off to the
east with a measuring cord in his hand, he measured off a thousand cubits and had me wade
through the water, which was ankle-deep. He measured off another thousand and once more
had me wade through the water, which was now knee-deep. Again he measured off a thousand
and had me wade: the water was up to my waist. Once more he measured off a thousand, but
there was now a river through which | could not wade; for the water had risen so high it had
become a river that could not be crossed except by swimming. He asked me, “Have you seen
this, son of man?” Then he brought me to the bank of the river | saw very many trees on both
sides. He said to me, “This water flows into the eastern district down upon the Arabah, and
empties into the sea, the salt waters, which it makes fresh. Wherever the river flows, every sort
of living creature that can be multiply shall live, and there shall be abundant fish, for wherever
this water comes the sea shall be made fresh. Along both banks of the river, fruit trees of every
kind shall grow; their leaves shall not fade, nor their fruit fail. Every month they shall bear fresh
fruit, for they shall be watered by the flow from the sanctuary. Their fruit shall serve for food,
and their leaves for medicine.”

New Testament Readings

A reading from the letter of Paul to the Romans
Baptism: a sharing in Christ’s death and resurrection

Are you not aware that we who were baptized into Christ Jesus were baptized into his death?
Through baptism into his death we were buried with him, so that, just as Christ was raised from
the dead by the glory of the Father, we too might live a new life. If we have been united with
him through likeness to his death, so shall we be through a like resurrection.

A reading from the letter of Paul to the Romans
We have become more perfectly like God’s own son

We know that God makes all things work together for the good of those who have been called
according to his decree. Those whom he foreknew he predestined to share the image of his
Son, that the Son might be the first-born of many brothers. Those he predestined he likewise
called; those he called he also justified; and those he justified he in turn glorified. What shall we
say after that? If God is for us, who can be against us? Is it possible that he who did not spare
his own Son but handed him over for the sake of us all will not grant us all things besides?



A reading from the first letter of Paul to the Corinthians
Baptized in one Spirit to form one body

The body is one and has many members, but all the members, many though they are, are one
body; and so it is with Christ. It was in one Spirit that all of us, whether Jew or Greek, slave or
free, were baptized into one body. All of us have been given to drink of the one spirit.

A reading from the letter of Paul to the Galatians
Now that you have been baptized you have put on Christ

Each one of you is a son of God because of your faith in Christ Jesus. All of you who have been
baptized into Christ have clothed yourselves with him. There does not exist among you Jew or
Greek, slave or freeman, male or female. All are one in Christ Jesus.

A reading from the letter of Paul to the Ephesians

One Lord, one faith, one baptism.

| plead with you as a prisoner for the Lord, to live a life worthy of the calling you have received,
with perfect humility, meekness, and patience, bearing with one another lovingly. Make every
effort to preserve the unity which has the Spirit as its origin and peace as its binding force.
There is but one body and one Spirit, just as there is but one hope given all of you by your call.
There is one Lord, one faith, one baptism; one God and Father of all, who is over all, and works
through all, and is in all.

A reading from the first letter of Peter
A chosen race, a loyal priesthood

Come to Christ, a living stone, rejected by men but approved, nonetheless, and precious in
God'’s eyes. You too are living stones, built as an edifice of spirit, into a holy priesthood, offering
spiritual sacrifices acceptable to God through Jesus Christ.

You, however, are “a chosen race, a royal priesthood, a consecrated nation, a people
he claims for his own to proclaim the glorious works” of the One who called you from darkness
into his marvelous light. Once you were “no people,” but now you are God’s people; once there
was “no mercy for you,” but now you have found mercy.



